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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 13 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 6601679 B2 
(hereinafter Crenella et aL). - 

Regarding claim 13, Crenella et al. teach: A system for remote status readings, 
comprising: 

a communication network (column 2, lines 20-23 teach wireless communication 
network); 

a central controller linked to the communication network (figure 2, element 24 
teaches a controller); and 

a plurality of peripheral devices linked to the controller through the 
communication network (column 2, lines 8-1 1 and 42-51 teaches hall fixtures are 
connected to the controller via wireless transceiver), each peripheral device adopting at 
each instant an instantaneous status belonging to a plurality of possible statuses, the 
controller being operative to periodically scan the peripheral devices to read their 
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instantaneous statuses, the communication network being operatively provided so as to 
link the peripheral devices to the controller by radio frequency means (column 2, lines 
28-29 teach that the controller and the devices communication by using RF (radio 
frequency)), the peripheral devices being supplied with electrical energy through the 
intemriedlary of the communication network (column 2, lines 42-45 teach 
electromagnetic energy are used for communication between controller and device). 

Regarding claim 22, Crenella et al. teach: 

The system for remote status readings according to claim 13, wherein each 
peripheral device forms a command terminal for management of remote commands 
(column 2, lines 48-51 teach that the device function as a command terminal where it 
transmitted a request to the controller regarding a call service.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14-21 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crenella et al. as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of 
1715701 (hereinafter Fortescue). 



Application/Control Number: 10/517,797 



Art Unit: 2109 



Page 4 



Regarding claim 14, 

Crenella et al. teach the limitation of claim 13 for the reasons above. Crenella et 
al. teaches that in the wireless communication network the controller utilizes a 
transceiver for sending and receiving of electromagnetic signals. 

Crenella et al. does not explicitly disclose that the transceiver comprises a circuit 
and plurality of induction loops. 

Fortescue teaches a transmitting and receiving system where it consist a series 
circuit and plurality of electromagnetic induction loops (see figure 1 , element 14 and 
14(a) - teach the inductance loop and page 1, lines 61-75 teach a circuit and inductance 
loop in the transmitting and receiving system). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Crenella et al. and Fortescue before them at the time the invention was 
made to modify the controller system of Crenella to include the transceiver system with 
circuit and inductance loop as taught by Fortescue. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make this 
modification since using coil/inductance loop to induce electromagnetic energy are 
reliable and durable and usage of coil for inducing electromagnetic energy are well 
know in art. 

Regarding claim 15, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
14, as described above. 
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Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device has its own identification code, 
the controller having a configuration memory in which are stored correlatively, for each 
peripheral device, the identification code of the peripheral device and a localization 
parameter identifying the location of the peripheral device in the network, the controller 
being operative to read, for each peripheral device, the instantaneous status and 
identification code of the peripheral device, with a result that each instantaneous status 
read is correlated, by the controller, to. a location in the network (column 2, lines 49-57 
and column 4, lines 39-40 Crenella et al. teach that the controller receives status from a 
device and response to the device with the device address. Column 5, line 67 teaches 
that the controller are implemented in a processor, it would be inherent for the 
processor to have a memory that stores the data it receives including the identification 
code/address of the devices. An Identification code would be associated with the device 
for the controller to be able to determine which device it received the device status and 
which device to sent the responds to.). 

Regarding claim 16, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
1 5, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that the peripheral device includes a transmitter- 
receiver circuit and at least one status encoder adopting an instantaneous status 
constituting or participating in building up the instantaneous status of the peripheral 
device the status encoder being linked to the transmitter-receiver circuit to allow the 
peripheral device to transmit the instantaneous status of the encoder to the controller 
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(column 5, lines 40-42 and 56-60 teach that the device status message is encoded and 
transmitted to the controller by the transceiver.). 

Regarding claim 17, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
16, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device includes an electronic tag 
having a memory containing the Identification code attributed to the peripheral device, a 
local antenna coupled to an induction loop of the communication network to receive the 
electrical energy transmitted by the induction loop, and the transmitter-receiver circuit, 
the transmitter-receiver circuit being linked to the local antenna so as to be able at least 
to receive from the controller a transmission order and to be able to transmit to the 
controller, apart from the instantaneous status of the encoder, the identification code of 
the tag (figure 6, elements 1 16 and 1 18 teaches antenna linked to the transceiver and 
column 4, lines 36-40 teiach that the controller are aware of which device the status 
message are received from which implies that the address/ID were incorporated in the 
message). 

Regarding claim 18, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
16. as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device includes, as the status encoder, 
at least one appropriate element (column 4, line 14 teaches a call button). 
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Regarding claim 19, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
18, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that the appropriate element is an electric contact (column 
4, line 14 teaches a call button). 

Regarding claim 20, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
16, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device includes, as the status encoder, 
at least one sensor sensitive to influence of a physical parameter to which the 
peripheral device is subjected (column 4, line 14 teaches a call button). 

Regarding claim 21, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
16, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device furthermore includes a display 
element (column 3, lines 52-55 teach crystal display or lanterns.) 

Regarding claim 23, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
16, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device forms a call terminal for 
management of remote calls (column 4, line 14 teaches a call button). 
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Regarding clainn 24, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 

23, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device is installed at a specific location 
and forms a call terminal for a means of transport (column 4, lines 10-16 teach that the 
call buttons are located on each floor of a building and are being used within a 
transportation system.). 

Regarding claim 25, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 

24, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that each peripheral device is installed on a respective floor 
of a building and forms a call terminal for an elevator (column 3, lines 19-20 and column 
4, lines 10-16 teach that the call buttons are located on each floor of a building and are 
being used within a elevator transportation system). 

Regarding claim 26, Crenella et al. and Fortescue teach the system according to claim 
24, as described above. 

Crenella et al. further teach that the status encoder of each peripheral device includes a 
plurality of appropriate elements each of which identifles an assigned destination for the 
means of transport from a departure position represented by the specific location 
(column 4, lines 59-64 teach the elevator car operating panel, it further teach that one of 
the element (button F1 ) represents the destination of lobby or first floor). 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yan Chen whose telephone number is (571) 270-1926. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonmation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




JEFFREY PWU 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



